Official U.S. Postal Seals

Before 1837
Mercury : Messenger of
the Gods

1970 USPS
“Standing” eagle

1993 -
USPS “Sonic” eagle

Corporate logo

Before 1970
Horse and rider

Source:’ USPS blog.com



Neither snow,
Nor rain,

nor heat,
nor gloom of night...
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1894 - Ira G. Hoitt - Burlingame Postmaster
1895 - Wells Fargo discontinues its mail car services. U.S Post Office
Department takes over deliveries (at least twice, daily).

Burlingame Train Station ¢.1908 °
Courtesy of the Burlingame Historical Society




1895- George Gates hired as Wells Fargo- and SP Station agent,
assisting with passengers, telegraph, and deliveries



1898 George Gates - Postmaster
1906 - 1t Post Office opens inside Gates’ drug store
at 305 California Drive.

Bank and Masonic Building, Burlingame, Cal.




Burlingame’s first Post Office, today
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305 California Dr. in 2019 (formerly 305 San Mateo Dr.)



1912 - 2nd Post Office (first “purpose-built”) opens at
1113 Burlingame Avenue (at right with flag).
Joe C. Beard replaces Gates as Postmaster

Burlingame Ave. at Lorton, circa 1914



1113 Burlingame Avenue, today
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1151 Broadway
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| THE MARK OF | 1914 -H Mail Deli e
{
;l _ | ome al ClIVETY DEZINS
i On July first Burlingame will en-!
Ilter the real city class. 1t has :'.l—'_‘
| ways been with some degree of tim-|
lidity that me have referred to "’A

Burlii e .as a city but after the)
jdelivery of mail is started on July “
| first, the real city will have nothing |
lover Burlingame in the way of con-|
| veniences and we shall have many |

| “ ¢ 3

things that the real city would be ll d h b h

| olad to have. But it yet remains for | LR XS lt WI Soun muc etteT t an
|the people to prepare for the coming | » .

of the real city with its mail delivery | ll g [ f ! d ] h l’

The hous must be numbered first | te ln yOMT Tlen S t a‘t you lq)e
of all. so that mail can be addre 1 |

to the street and number, otherwise in th f‘ h h : h
wo shall continue with the village e lTSt Ouse tO t e 'rlg t O a
wave of getting mail as best we can. . l 9
I’/Another advantage of h;qxing the Ce'rtaln C Mmp Of gum tTeeS..

‘ numbered will 1 in the di- °°

| rect - of people to the residences.

When you can tell your friends that

lyou live at No. 20 Blank street it

lxwill sound mueh better than telling
that you live in the fi

to the right of a certain clump

sum trees. Mail delivery and

numbering will do more to

eity out of the village class |

into the (-.il); class than any

i move and without de

roying any of the dsirable country

eatures either. Iy

R R e k)




Burlingame’s Early Letter Carriers - mail delivered twice daily, on bicycle

Otto Gohmann (Route 2) Charles Leis (Route 3), Peter Poss (Route 4), Harold Dornberger (Route 1)

Starting wage: $82 per month in 1914 —
(uniform and bike not included)



3rd Post Office in downtown Burlingame- 1920s
( 270 Lorton ~ formerly 230 Middlefield Road)
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possibly accessible from Hatch’s Alley



2nd Post Office in Broadway area, circa 1920s -




4th Post Ofﬁce in downtown Burhngame - 1929 1941
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355 Primrose Road - Postmaster J. C. Beard replaced by Joseph V. Gaffey in 1933



6™ Post Office in downtown Burlingame -1942-2014

220 Park Road




6™ Post Office in downtown Burlingame

Lorton Ave. wing

2019 photo

Property sold in 2013 - closed in 2014



WWII severe worker shortage brings about changes:

Issued Dail

First Woman
Postal Worker
Appointed Here

The war has brought about
the appointment of the first
regular woman employe in the
history of the Burlingame Post
Office, Postmaster Joseph V.
Gaffey announced today,

She is Miss Mae Lee, 11 Bur-
lingame Ave., Burlingame, a
Chinese girl and graduate of
San Mateo Junior College. She |
is the daugnter of Mr, and Mrs.
Frank Lee, operators of a res-
taurant on Lorton Ave. here. !

Gaffey sald that Miss Lee,
whom he described as a “very
good worker,” has been ap-
pointed as a temporary sub-

stitute clerk and will probably .
serve for the duration. While September 1942:
she was named because of sev-

Si'r't.uiii".'mfﬁ.?f."%'lffm.“m: . Mae Lee (above-right) becomes first woman postal
Christmas season, Gaffey sald |

at present there are no other | worker hired in Burlingame

vacancles for women.
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Mauil collection and deliveries reduced
to one per day.



1940s postal tags and labels

Postal examination

This sack contains ' o

Form 3991

STATEMENT OF CASE EXAMINATION
SPE( REPORT OF ERRORS, MISCONDUCT, P
s P E c IAL ot ace B ; OR MERITORIOUS SERVICE ) S
s pou o= . e Hnited States Fost Office
n ELI" E RY DELIVER nited States Post Office

Parcel Post

FYermissz (THIS TAG TO BE REUSED)

PARCEL POST

Return thi
comment

e
Form 3 the follo

O SPHAL HANDLIG

Cards handled

EMPLOYEES WILL DETACH FROM SACKS, rs. A
WHEN EMPTIED, FOR REUSE. isthrown

Not known

Total errors
Correct

Per cent correct
Time consumed
Cards correct per r
Next examination

REMARKS.
File form and related papers as minor irregularity. sxceptionally good

Penalty of ... %2 - ~demerits imposed.

OUTSTANDING BALANCE
Demerits ....©__ Morits . #_ O

Net balance

.. merits granted




3rd Post Office location- ca. 1949-1952

1135 Broadway



4th Post Office in Broadway area -1952 -

1141 Capuchino Avenue



Sent from Capuchino Station on opening day 1952

FRANK DUBIEL
12568 So. Main St.
FALL RIVER, ¥ ASS.




Late 1940s J.V. Gaffey replaced by John J. Broderick




Postal Service Salutes Burlingame at 50




Circa 1970s



Larry Putman (b. 1919 - d. 2016)
Burlingame Postmaster 1960s - 1979



1967: Post Office Dept. cancels all “mail by rail” contracts:
- 15t Class Mail transported via air, other mail via truck.
- Passenger rail revenues decline, many routes eliminated



7™ Post Office in downtown Burlingame -2014 -
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329 Primrose Réad |



329 Primrose Rd.

Dov&;ntown Post Offices 1906 - 2019



27035108 53N

North Burlingame Post Offices 1907 - 2019



1930s -
“Treasury Department produces “Cabinet Drawings” to
standardize USPO floor plans.
Supervising Architect’s Office prepares design manual to help
streamline designs
Stylistic variations in details permitted; local materials encouraged
to stimulate employment



220 Park Road USPO
New Deal - Public Works Administration Project (PWA)

Artist’s Rendering - December 20, 1940
Ulysses Floyd Rible - Architect
Spanish Eclectic style



LORTON AVENUE

POST OFFICE
SITE

PARKROAD “

Park Rd. and Lorton Ave. wings nearly symmetrical




Groundbreaking
February 12, 1941
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USPS photograph

Under Construction - 1941



A “covenant” 1s an agreement that
runs with the property and imposes

duties or restrictions- regardless of
ownership.



220 Park Road Covenant - Salient points:

* No construction, alteration or rehabilitation may be
undertaken that would affect historic features of the property.

e Character defining features (interior and exterior) outlined in
detail in covenant language.

e Park Road exterior - “main” facade, including stair massing,
and offices. Lorton Avenue side -“secondary” facade; potential
modifications must still retain essence of historic exterior,
character-defining features and spatial relationships.

* Violation of covenant may be grounds for legal action by the
City of Burlingame, SHPO or any Burlingame resident.



NITED STATES POST QFEXC
BURLINGAME CA. 84010

Cast-stone eagle window motif
repeated throughout

Cast-stone relief “The Letter” above both entrances - 1941
Artist: James L. Hansen -Treasury Section of Fine Arts funds



Entrance doors trimmed in bronze with art-deco eagle

relief on transom, some painted gold



The Lobby:

Art Deco and Streamline Moderne details

Marble wainscott (from Columbia, California)
with dark terrazzo floors



Streamline Moderne style hanging lamps

With federal star motif



Original Post Office Boxes




Offices for Postmaster and other administration

USPO safe

2017 photos
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Sorting boxes
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Inside counter view

— 2017 photo






Restrooms

2017 photo



Workroom - doors to loading bays

2017 photos



Loading Bays behind workroom

2017 photos



Burlingame Park Square

220 Park Road (former Post Office)

An application has been submitted for a new mixed use development with two levels of below grade parking,
ground floor commercial uses, a public plaza, and 127 condominium units in a new 5-story building
encompassing the former post office site and adjacent City Parking Lot E, located at 220 Park Road. The
approvals required include Environmental Review, Design Review, Condominium Permit, General Plan
Amendment and Rezoning to allow residential uses on the ground floor in the HMU (Howard Mixed Use) District,
and Side Setback Variance (for areas abutting residential uses).

Architectural Rendering of possible design concept 2019




