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Neither snow, 
Nor rain, 
nor heat, 
nor gloom of night…



1933



1894 - Ira G. Hoitt – Burlingame Postmaster 
1895 – Wells Fargo discontinues its mail car services. U.S Post Office 

Department takes over deliveries (at least twice, daily).



1895- George Gates hired as Wells Fargo- and SP Station agent, 
assisting with passengers, telegraph, and deliveries

1895-1901



1898 George Gates - Postmaster
1906 – 1st Post Office opens inside Gates’ drug store 

at 305 California Drive. 

1911 postcard



Burlingame’s first Post Office, today

305 California Dr. in 2019 (formerly 305 San Mateo Dr.)



Burlingame Ave. at Lorton, circa 1914

1912 – 2nd Post Office (first “purpose-built”) opens at 
1113 Burlingame Avenue (at right with flag). 
Joe C. Beard replaces Gates as Postmaster



1113 Burlingame Avenue, today

2019 photo



Located inside Easton Grocery Co., built circa 1907

North Burlingame’s 1st Post Office - 1151 Broadway

1915 photo



1151 Broadway

2019 photo



1914 –Home Mail Delivery begins

Burl. Advance 1914

“… it will sound much better than 
telling [your friends] that you live 
in the first house to the right of a 
certain clump of gum trees….”



Otto Gohmann (Route 2) Charles Leis (Route 3), Peter Poss (Route 4), Harold Dornberger (Route 1) 

Starting wage: $82 per month in 1914 –
(uniform and bike not included)

Burlingame’s Early Letter Carriers – mail delivered twice daily, on bicycle



3rd Post Office in downtown Burlingame- 1920s
( 270 Lorton -- formerly 230 Middlefield Road)

possibly accessible from Hatch’s Alley

2019 photo



2nd Post Office in Broadway area, circa 1920s -

1303 Broadway

2019 photo



4th Post Office in downtown Burlingame – 1929-1941

355 Primrose Road – Postmaster J. C. Beard replaced by Joseph V. Gaffey in 1933

2019 photo



6th Post Office in downtown Burlingame –1942-2014

1970 photo

220 Park Road



6th Post Office in downtown Burlingame

Lorton Ave. wing

2012 photo

2019 photo

Property sold in 2013 – closed in 2014



WWII  severe worker shortage brings about changes:

September 1942:
Mae Lee (above-right) becomes first woman postal 
worker hired in Burlingame

Mail collection and deliveries reduced 
to one per day.



1940s postal tags and labels

Postal examination



3rd Post Office location– ca. 1949-1952

1135 Broadway

2019 photo



4th Post Office in Broadway area –1952 -

1141 Capuchino Avenue

2019 photo



Sent from Capuchino Station on opening day 1952



Late 1940s J.V. Gaffey replaced by John J. Broderick



Postal Service Salutes Burlingame at 50th

1958



Circa 1970s



Larry Putman (b. 1919 – d. 2016) 
Burlingame Postmaster 1960s - 1979



1930: 10,000 trains move mail in U.S.

1967:  Post Office Dept. cancels all “mail by rail” contracts:
- 1st Class Mail transported via air, other mail via truck.
- Passenger rail revenues decline, many routes eliminated



2019 photo

329 Primrose Road

7th Post Office in downtown Burlingame –2014 -



2019 photo

Downtown Post Offices 1906 - 2019



North Burlingame Post Offices 1907 - 2019



1930s –
-Treasury Department produces “Cabinet Drawings” to 

standardize USPO floor plans.
Supervising Architect’s Office prepares design manual to help 

streamline designs
-Stylistic variations in details permitted; local materials encouraged 

to stimulate employment



220 Park Road USPO 
New Deal - Public Works Administration Project (PWA) 

Artist’s Rendering – December 20, 1940
Ulysses Floyd Rible – Architect

Spanish Eclectic style

Used by Permission- San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library



Park Rd. and Lorton Ave. wings nearly symmetrical



Groundbreaking
February 12, 1941



Under Construction – 1941



A “covenant” is an agreement that
runs with the property and imposes
duties or restrictions- regardless of
ownership.



220 Park Road Covenant - Salient points:

•No construction, alteration or rehabilitation may be 
undertaken  that would affect historic features of the property.

•Character defining features (interior and exterior) outlined in 
detail in covenant language.

• Park Road exterior - “main” façade, including stair massing, 
and offices. Lorton Avenue side -“secondary” façade; potential 
modifications must still retain essence of historic exterior, 
character-defining features and spatial relationships.

•Violation of covenant may be grounds for legal action by the 
City of Burlingame, SHPO or any Burlingame resident.



Cast-stone relief “The Letter” above both entrances - 1941 
Artist: James L. Hansen –Treasury Section of Fine Arts funds 

Cast-stone eagle window motif
repeated throughout



Entrance doors trimmed in bronze with art-deco eagle 
relief on transom, some painted gold 

2012 photo by Tetra Tech Inc.

2017 photo



Marble wainscott (from Columbia, California)
with dark terrazzo floors

The Lobby:
Art Deco and Streamline Moderne details 

2017 photo2017 photo



With federal star motif

Streamline Moderne style hanging lamps

2017 photo



Original Post Office Boxes

2017 photo



Offices for Postmaster and other administration

USPO safe
2017 photos



Workroom

2017 photo



Sorting boxes

2017 photo



Inside counter view

2017 photo



Inside counter view

2017 photo



Restrooms

2017 photo



Workroom - doors to loading bays

2017 photos



Loading Bays behind workroom

2017 photos



Architectural Rendering of possible design concept 2019


